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amenable to the laws and modes of critical judgment which we apply 
in general to other ancient records. While the author not only ear- 
nestly maintains, but defends with great ability, the divine illumination, 
and therefore the perfect trustworthiness, of the biographers of Jesus, 
he accounts for the form in which their narratives respectively are 
embodied, by the oral Gospel which must, from their mutual intercourse 
between the Ascension and the Pentecost, have grown into being and 
shape as the joint work of the Apostles, by the purpose with which and 
the persons for whom each Gospel was written, and by the peculiar 
genius and culture of each writer. He handles all the open questions 
as to these writings at once with reverence and with frankness, never 
forgetting that, if a revelation be given to man, the human and the 
divine element must be blended in it's methods and its memorials, and 
that the mutual interpenetration and coalescence of these elements are 
a token and a proof of the genuineness of sacred books. Accordingly, 
" the Gospels," as he says, " are most divine because they are most 
human." To characterize this book in brief, we would say that it is 
learned without pedantry, believing without superstition, liberal without 
looseness of thought or statement. The author evidently has some 
affinities with the Broad-Church divines ; but he differs from them in 
standing upon a firm continent of faith, instead of the quaking bog in 
which they flounder, in having a clear conception of what he means to 
teach, and in prizing liberty, not as greater than truth, but as a means 
of reaching the truth. 

20. — Discourses and Essays. By William G. T. Shedd. Ando- 
ver : Warren F. Draper. 1862. 12mo. pp. 324. 

This volume consists of four addresses, and three essays reprinted 
from periodicals, all but the last essay having been collected in a pre- 
vious volume. We have not space to analyze them separately, nor 
could such an analysis give any just idea of their merits. We prefer 
therefore to speak of them collectively. They are characterized by 
three elements, either of which might win for them a favored recep- 
tion, and all of which united can hardly fail to gain for them currency 
with a very large, and we trust an increasing public, namely, profound 
thought, translucent style, and rare rhetorical beauty. Professor 
Shedd has succeeded, as few men can succeed, in making close and sub- 
tile metaphysical reasoning perfectly intelligible and singularly attract- 
ive. He indicates a combination of gifts which must render him an 
invaluable teacher and lecturer. Christian theology especially needs 
such expositors and defenders at a time when a shallow and super- 
cilious scepticism rears itself in contempt of verities which have been 
hallowed to the faith and reverence of all the Christian centuries. 



